                                                                                                                                                                                                     Sept.  2009                                                                                       PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=cross and flame image with trademark"                                        

Abilene District News 
[image: image1.png]



Abilene District Office Northwest Texas Conference United Methodist Church

Mailing Address:

1389 Santos Street                                                             Rev. Don Boren, District Superintendent    

Abilene, TX. 79605                                                                   Carol J. Waggoner, Ministry Assistant

Email: adnwtc.ds@nts-online.net (Don)


          Ph. 325-675-6672  FAX 325-675-6673

           adnwtc.sec@nts-online.net (Carol)                                              District Website:  www.nwtx-abilene.org
*Note:  The District Newsletter is being sent to you because of your affiliation with the District Office, United Methodist Church.  If you would like to be removed from our mailing list, e-mail or paper copy, please notify the Abilene District Office, giving us your complete name, address & e-mail address. 
NOTE FROM THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT:
FALL CHARGE CONFERENCE MINISTRY DISCUSSIONS
     This past spring during the appointive season, the Bishop and Cabinet began making a list of expectations we had of both newly appointed pastors and their respective churches.  The expectations include increases in worship attendance, giving, and participation in the mission field (your area of ministry) among others.  We do not feel it is right to have these expectations of you without providing resources to help you meet them.  This year we will spend the majority of our charge conference session time in ministry discussion.  We will look at some practical ways to fulfill the mission of the church.  Last year, I spent the devotional time in a brief overview of Bishop Robert Schnase’s book entitled Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations.  This year we will look at ways to better resource your churches involving some training and discussion.  This will only be the beginning of discussion with other helps to follow.

PASTOR GROUPS
     Each Abilene District pastor will receive an invitation in the next couple of weeks to participate in a peer group.  This is optional, but I feel it will be beneficial.  I will send the invitation both by email and letter.

BISHOP’S DISTRICT VISIT
     Pastors and SPRC committee members received a letter from our Bishop and Conference Lay Leader concerning an upcoming meeting to provide training concerning changes being made in the appointment process.  This important meeting will take place at Wylie UMC on Tuesday, September 29th from 7:00-9:00 PM.  The meeting is mandatory for pastors and highly recommended for all members of the SPRC.  It will also be held in the other 3 districts if you are unable to make the one here in Abilene.  (Amarillo – September 27, Lubbock – September 28, Big Spring – September 30)

     There are a number of upcoming opportunities that will benefit your ministry.  Please look over the list in this newsletter.  May God bless you all and I look forward to seeing you soon.







Don


NOTICES
Abilene District Pastor’s Retreat, FREE, 8:30-4 PM, Sept. 17, 2009, Caps UMC. For all Abilene District Pastors,  retired pastors, (and spouses that would like to attend). Childcare will be provided.  Please notify the District Office regarding the names & ages of your children.  Parents will need to provide lunch for their children. See article below under NUTURE.  
Bishops Whitfield Visits Abilene District, 7 PM, Sept. 29, 2009, Wylie UMC. Pastors, SPRC Committee members and other interested members should attend.
Abilene District Lay Speaker Training, Sat., Oct. 3, 8:30-5:30 PM, Haskell UMC.  See article under Equip.
Pastor’s School/Retreat, Oct. 12-14, Ceta Canyon.  Register at www.nwtxconf.org
Stewardship Workshop, Sat., Oct. 31, 2009,  9 AM to 3 PM, St. Paul UMC-Wesley Fellowship Hall. Registration information in article under Equip.
Change in 2010 Annual Conference Dates!   It changed to Friday, June 11, 2010 10 AM to Sun. June 13, 1:00 PM, First UMC, Lubbock.  Please note the change on your calendars.
INVITE

The Journey, Abilene’s new church, is meeting at 2565 South Danville, Abilene . Sunday worship time is at 10:00 AM.  Contact Pastor Bailey Barkley at 325-260-7801 or bailey@journeyabilene.com
Order of St. Luke , meets each Wednesday, 9:30 AM at St. James UMC, 3100 Barrow Street, Abilene for morning prayer and weekly, Wednesdays, 5:15 PM for Holy Communions in the Chapel at St. Paul UMC, 525 
Beech Street.
Northwest Texas United Methodist Volunteers in Mission, celebrating the ministry of volunteers in mission,  Sat. , Sept. 12, 2009, 9 AM-3:30 PM, McMurry University, Garrison Campus Center, S. 14th and Sayles Blvd, Abilene.  Keynote speaker will be Dr. Eddie Rivera, Sr. Pastor at St. Paul UMC.  Members and leaders of VIM teams will be setting up exhibits to share their opportunities and experiences. To register or for more information, contact Jimmy Swaim, NWTX_VIM@sbcglobal.net or 325-660-4013. 
Divorce Care Seminar/Support Group, begins Wed., Sept. 22, 2009, 7 PM at Merkel UMC.  This is a Divorce Care recovery seminar and support group.  Brochures are available by calling 325-928-5333.    It is a video seminar series featuring some of the nation’s foremost Christian experts on divorce and recovery topics as seen from a Biblical perspective.  The video seminars are combined with a support group discussion of materials presented during the video.  Cost is $12 per person for material and scholarships are available if needed. Beginning in January 2010, DivorceCare for Kids will be offered, and more information will be available about that as the date is nearer.  For more information, and to register to attend, contact Rev. Horace Abbott, 325-928-5333 or 325-338-4075.
Weatherization Project Teams Needed for October 2009

Volunteers are needed to weatherize homes of the local elderly and disabled folk in Abilene.  No experience is necessary, and our United Methodist Churches are encouraged to assist with this worthwhile project in our community. Many of these folks needing our help are the same ones we serve at the Methodist Service Center and Food Pantries. You may volunteer as an individual or as a team. The Abilene Volunteer Weatherization program is a ONE DAY WORK PROJECT, Saturday, Oct. 17, 2009, from about 8:00 AM to 3 PM.  Training is provided.


Things repaired include, caulking windows, installing plastic window coverings, weather stripping on doors, installing smoke/CO detectors, draining/covering evaporative coolers, sealing electrical outlets and switches, repairing holes/gaps in walls, puttying loose window panes, replacing broken glass, doing some minor heating/plumbing repairs. You do not need to be a master builder to work this project.  If you can swing a hammer, drive a nail, staple up window covers and do other minor repairs, you are qualified and needed!


Training dates are:

Tues, Sept. 22, 7 PM-8 PM at West Texas Rehab Board Room. 

Wed., Sept. 23, 2009, 1 PM-2:30 PM at the Dyess AFB Community Center.

Sat. Sept. 26, 10 AM-11 AM at the West Texas Rehab Board Room.


You only need to attend one training.


Lunch is furnished on the work day by the Weatherization Executive Committee and local businessmen.  Teams consist of a team leader and 7-8 volunteer workers. The team leader attends a training workshop, coordinates with his team members about the address of the home they are working on, and picks up supplies from a central location.  Workers and team leaders will need to furnish hammers, Phillips screwdrivers, flathead screwdrivers, box knives scissors, wire brushes, pliers, prybars and basic tools,  Men, bring your toolbox.


Team leaders, line up your teams and call Stacia Ellison at 325-795-3812 or ellisonstacia@yahoo.com  

  
United Methodists, let’s help serve our community with this worthwhile endeavor! We need teams to begin forming now, and to plan on attending one of the training dates!

NURTURE
Abilene District Pastor’s Retreat,  FOR ALL ABILENE DISTRICT PASTORS AND RETIRED PASTORS, and any spouse that would like to attend: 8:30-4 PM, Sept. 17, 2009, Caps UMC-led by Pastors Larry Magnuson and Mike Schafer, of SonScape Retreats in Colorado, also by Rev. Lewis Holland. Retreat will focus on rest, renewal and life change.  Are you really experiencing rest for your soul on a daily basis?  Those serving in the ministry are very familiar with weariness and burnout.  Pastors Larry Magnuson and Mike Schafer will share their own struggles in ministry and how God began to move them toward a different, life-giving path.  The day will be filled with teaching, group interaction and lots of good discussion.  We will identify what is causing many pastors to live in weariness and discouragement. More importantly, the day will focus on how to live in daily intimacy with God who has called us to serve Him.  All Abilene District Pastors are encouraged to attend and we look forward to seeing you for this restful day, which includes lunch at no cost to you.  Reservations Deadline must be made to the District Office by Sept. 14, 2009, 9 AM.
Growing Love in Christian Marriage Instructor Training Seminar, Oct. 14, 2009, 1-4 PM, First UMC, Canyon, SPONSORED BY THE Nurture Team of the NW Texas Annual Conference.  The goal is to have two-three clergy per District who  would then offer seminars for other clergy and laity to work with persons planning to be married.  The event follows Pastor’s School at Ceta Canyon for your convenience.  For more information, contact Ava Berry at the Conference Service Center 806-762-0201  Ex 16 or berry@nwtxconf.org.

United Methodist Service Center & Food Pantries Report 

In August, funds were combined and used at the discretion of the coordinator per direction of the Abilene Area Board of Missions Executive Board.


The Methodist Service Center assisted a 19 yr. old college student who has diabetes and was prescribed very expensive medications.  Also helped were 26 families with utility bills, a husband recovering from surgery with a disabled mother.  In some families, both are without jobs.  


This month, they helped 384 families (1115 individuals) with food for a week.


Donations came from Caps UMC who gave a gift in memory of Gene Nix (son of CK and Joyce Bradley).  The Journey held a car wash, and St. Paul had a garage sale to benefit the Food Pantry.  Thank you to everyone for helping and caring.   Other donations came from Aldersgate $549.50, Caps $519.68, Elmwood West $924.16, Epworth and Grace $117.57, First UMC $1441.53, Friends of the Pantry $252.00, Hamby $37.92, The Journey $245.18, Nolan $100, Potosi $120.16, St. James $430.61, St. Paul $4407.37, Southwest Drive $102.37 and Wylie $876.64.  


If your church would like to take a 2 hour shift on Tuesdays, please call Jean. The Food Pantry needs help!!


Please make checks out to the United Methodist Service Center and Food Pantries and mail to Coordinator, Jean Butler, 1478 Westview Drive, Abilene, TX 79603.  Remember 100% goes directly to the families and the need is great.  
 

May God bless each and everyone,
Jean Butler, Coordinator  

Phone 665-1444
Congregational Renewal Worships  for Clergy and Laity, Consultation and Coaching.  For information, contact www.CourageousSpace.com    or contact Dan Smith 206-618-5369 or Mary Huycke 509-961-8138. 

EQUIP

The Alzheimer’s Project: A Documentary taped series changing the way America thinks about Alzheimer’s Disease.  For caregivers, family, friends, pastors, & professionals.   This is the series telecast on HBO, and for those that do not get HBO or missed the series, this is your chance to see it! It is an effort to encourage individuals to learn more about the disease, the research being done, and to gain a greater understanding of the issues surrounding it.  Plus, Mindy Bannister, case manager, is there to answer questions, and lead discussion after the telecast.

Sept. 15, 2009, 6-7:30 PM, “Caregivers”, at Abilene Regional Medical Center, Women’s Center Classroom #3, Free.



Onsite respite care is available, please contact the Area Agency on Aging at 325-672-8544 or 1-800-928-2262 to sign up., or you may bring the patient.  

Please register in advance so they have enough popcorn and sodas!  In Abilene, contact Mindy Bannister, 325-672-2907. 

Interim Ministry Training, Mt. Sequoyah, AK, Sept. 15-18, 2009.  For more information, contact larryousley@intentionalgrowthcenter.org  

Creating Team Alignment for Effectiveness, A multiple Staff Retreat, Sept. 28-30, 2009 at Lake Junaluska, NC.  For:  pastors, directors of education, music directors, church secretaries, ministers of visitation, and other church professionals.  Email Larry Ousley at larryousley@intentionalygrowthcenter.org or phone 800-482-1442 for more information.  

Abilene District Lay Speaker Training:  Sat., Oct 3, 2009, 8:30-5:30 PM, Haskell UMC.  Lunch is included.  Basic and Advanced Courses—Basic taught by Dr. Jerry Marshall.  Advanced course “Lay Speaker’s Teach Adults” taught by Rev. Sandra Keith.  To register, call the District Office for a registration form or check with your own church.  Cost is $25 mailed to the District Office.  
Stewardship Workshop, St. Paul UMC, Abilene, Sat. Oct. 31, 2009, 9 AM to 3 PM.  This five hour workshop, led by Rev. Sanford Coon, Executive Director of the New Mexico Conference Methodist Foundation, equips pastors, stewardship/finance committees and administrative/church council members with practical, “how-to” insights, ideas and methods that maximize financial stewardship in congregations.  Churches obtain optimum workshop benefits by sending their pastor and six stewardship and or finance committee members and administrative/church council members. Registration fee is $100, which covers six laity plus the pastor including lunch and all material.  Workshops will also be held in Amarillo on Sept. 19, Lubbock on Sept. 26, Big Spring on Oct.24.  All pastors should plan on attending one of the presentations 

with their key leaders.  For more information and registration, go to www.nwtxconf.org//stewardshiplifters.
NEEDED:  2 televisions, oscillating fans, (3-4 floor or standing type), DVD player, a large conference table, approximately 6 by 8 feet in size.  If you have these items and are willing to donate them, please contact Pastor Bailey Barkley 325-260-7801 or email bailey@journeyabilene.com             
FREE CHURCH ORGAN:  Caps UMC has an organ to give away. It works well, but needs tuning and cleaning. Last used 3 yr. ago. Brand name is Conn Rhapsody, 15 years old, Model 628, Type 004, style 012, finish 033, 120 volt.  If interested, contact Caps UMC 325-691-6241 and leave a message.  
Free- Hammond Spinet Organ to church, or for a choir director to use in their home.  Contact Barbara Robinson, 817-292-4966.  
ONLINE SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING   for those churches that are GuideOne customers. GuideOne has provided a new web site that will be very helpful to you.  If you go to www.safechurch.com you will find excellent resources.  Other resources are available and most of the material is free to the GuideOne insured’s.
New Web Ministry a self-directed series of online courses is offered by the United Methodist Church and provided by United Methodist Communications, five-part online course designed to provide foundational information and biblical and theological basis for developing a Web ministry for the local church. This is the first in a new Web Ministry series of online courses that will prepare you to create and maintain a dynamic Web ministry.  To learn more or to register for this online course, visit our Web ministry website.  For additional information, contact Cheryl A. Hemmerle toll-free at 888-278-4862 or email training@umcom.org  

Discover God’s Call Retreat,  Oct. 2, 6:30 PM through 4:0 PM Oct. 4, 2009 at Circle 6 Baptist Encampment in Stanton.  Partial scholarships are available.  Call Norma Mounts 432-366-7190 or register on-line at www.discovergodscall.org  Registration deadline is Aug. 21.

Exploration 2009, Nov. 13-15, 2009, Dallas, TX addresses the United Methodist Church’s need for young clergy by offering youth and young adults who feel God’s call a chance to explore that call. “Today, more than ever, the denomination needs to sponsor events that invite, train and support young people as they answer their call to ordained ministry,” said the Rev. Meg Lassiat, director of Student Ministries, Vocation, and Enlistment at the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, which sponsors EXPLORATION. “In the past three years, we have seen a growth in the numbers and percentage of young adult clergy in the UMC.  Last fall, The Lewis Center for Church Leadership released the 20088 Clergy Age Trends report that shows for the first time this century the percentage of young elders has risen to greater than 5 percent.  The report said the percentage of young adult elders was 5.21 percent and the percentage of young adults deacons had risen to 7.69 percent.”
These statistics show a positive tend since this data was first reported in 2005, and the increase helps to demonstrate the importance of events and ministries that encourage youth and young adults to consider ordained ministry as a profession.”  The national event is for high school seniors through young adults aged 24 who are considering a call to ordained ministry as a deacon or elder in the United Methodist Church. “By attending EXPLORATION, youth and young adults will have the opportunity to explore a variety of ways to serve in ordained ministry.”  Keynote speakers for the event are Rev. Tyrone Gordon, Dr. William B. Lawrence, Bishop Sally Dyck, and Rev. Motoe Yamada.  Participants will also have the chance to talk with admissions staff from the 13 United Methodist School of Theology, attend workshops and take part in small group discussions.  For more information, or to register, visit www.bbhem.org/exploration or http://www.explorecalling.org/
Background Checks  Information on background checks can be found at www.nwtxconf.org/background_checks. GuideOne customers can receive discounts with both these companies. Church Mutual customers can receive discounts with ScreenNow.
BUTMAN AND CETA NEWS AND EVENTS  

Events happening at Butman Methodist Camp and Retreat Center can be found at www.butmancamp.org/
Events happening at Ceta Canyon can be found at www.cetacanyon.org
Job Openings can be found on the Conference Web site under Quick Link for Classifieds, found on the left side of the page under the search areas.
THANKSGIVING, PRAYER, SYMPATHY, PRAISE, CONGRATULATIONS
(If you have additions or deletions to this section of the newsletter, please contact the District Office)  
Congratulations To:
Gene and Mary Louder on their 50th wedding anniversary.  Gene is a retired member of our Conference.
David & Margie Robertson on their 50th Wedding Anniversary.  David is a retired member of our Conference.

To Irl and Cleta Holt as they celebrate their 55th wedding anniversary on Sept. 3. Irl has been the pastor at Fargo for about 38 years. 

Cleta Holt, wife of Irl Holt, pastor of Fargo UMC celebrates her birthday on Sept. 12.  
Pray for the following concerns: 
Those in the military:

Ryan Sanders, son of John Sanders, St. James UMC, Navy flight engineer. 

Timothy Cross, USAF, C-130 crewmember and son of Laird Cross, pastor at Vista Ysleta UMC, ElPaso, TX. 

Health Concerns:   (Note:  Names will be removed from this list after 60 days.  Please contact us if you’d like to remain on the list.)
Ken Metzger, retired member of our conference. A CaringBridge site has been set up for Ken by his family.  You can visit the site at:  http://caringbridge.org/visit/kenmetzger.  Ken is a retired member of our conference, and former District Superintendent.   He has  moved to Southhaven in Lubbock, Room 16, 4613 66th Street,  and he would enjoy visitors. Please continue to send all mail to his home address.
Cleta Holt, surgery, wife of Irl Holt, pastor of Fargo UMC. Cleta is undergoing chemo. Irl has created a Caring Bridge website to follow Cleta’s progress and for us to show our support.  Visit Cleta’s website in two easy ways:   by clicking the link below http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/cletaholt or by going to  www.CaringBridge.org and entering cletaholt.  8/09

Sally Dominguez, recovering after stint placement, wife of Jack Dominguez, pastor of Rotan UMC. 7/09 
Richard Bales, retired pastor, moved from Covenant Hospital, MICU to a private room, Lubbock. 9/09
Valerie Whitfield, wife of Bishop Max Whitfield, knee surgery. 7/09
James Bell, angiogram & other medical problems.  James is a retired member of our Conference. 8/09
George & Marilyn Balleau, both having health issues.  Marilyn was the Ministry Assistant for Bishop Norris & Bishop Whitfield. 

Pat Williamson, health issues, Northwest Texas Archivist. 8/09
Kay Reed, eye problems, pastor of Tulia UMC.

Other Concerns:
Our President and Government Officials

Bishop, District Superintendents, Pastors
Our military & their families
Sympathy To: 
Karen Price and family on the death of her father Virgil Kelley on August 13, 2009.  Karen is the wife of George Price, pastor of Childress UMC.
Ann Dorff and family on the death of her husband, Rev. Mark Dorff on August 5, 2009.  Mark was a member of the New Mexico Conference and worked with many from our Conference.  His brother, Bishop Jim Dorff, assisted Bishop Whitfield in the Conference-wide discussions on the reduction of Bishops in the Jurisdictions.  
Juanelle Jordon on the death of her mother, Irene Etheredge.  Juanelle is the pastor of Hermleigh UMC. 8/09
Rev. Louis & Rita Ann Holland on the death of Lewis’ aunt, Mary Inez McCullough on August 28, 2009.  Services were Sept. 1 in Haskell. Louis is a retired member of our Conference and former District Superintendent. 
ABILENE DISTRICT CALENDAR
2009
Sept.

7 Labor Day-Office closed

10
Minister’s Vocation Group, 9-11:30, Sharkey’s on Judge Ely

17 Abilene District Pastor Retreat, 8:30 AM- 4 PM, Caps UMC, 6501 Hwy. 277, Abilene. Led by Sonscape 

               presenters and Lewis Holland, All pastors & spouses invited. 
28
Cabinet Meeting, Lubbock.

29           Bishop Whitfield Visits Abilene District, Wylie UMC, 7 PM.

Oct.

3
Abilene District Lay Speaker Training, Haskell, 8:30-5:30. Register at the District Office.


12 Office Closed-Columbus Day

13 Ministry Cabinet Meeting, Lubbock, 10 AM
12-14
Pastor’s Retreat/School, Ceta Canyon
16 McMurry Board Mt., 8 AM

29         Abilene Area Board of Mission Meeting, 6 PM, Aldersgate  (Note date change to Thursdays!)
31 Abilene District Stewardship Workshop, St. Paul UMC, 9 AM-3 PM, Register Online.
Nov.

8
DS preaching @ Aldersgate Consecration Sunday
11 Office Closed-Veterans Day

13
Appointive Cabinet, 9:30-12, & Equitable Comp. 1-4, Lubbock


14         St. Paul’s Centennial Dinner with Bishop Whitfield, 6 PM, St. Paul UMC
15         St. Paul’s 100th Anniversary Celebration with Bishop Whitfield

23          End of Charge Conferences

25-27 Office Closed-Thanksgiving
Dec.


11 Cabinet Meeting-Albuquerque

21-Jan.4  Office Closed for Christmas Break
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