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Abilene District Office Northwest Texas Conference United Methodist Church

Mailing Address:

1389 Santos Street                                                             Rev. Don Boren, District Superintendent    

Abilene, TX. 79605                                                                   Carol J. Waggoner, Ministry Assistant

Email: adnwtc.ds@nts-online.net (Don)


          Ph. 325-675-6672  FAX 325-675-6673

           adnwtc.sec@nts-online.net (Carol)                                              District Website:  www.nwtx-abilene.org
*Note:  The District Newsletter is being sent to you because of your affiliation with the District Office, United Methodist Church.  If you would like to be removed from our mailing list, e-mail or paper copy, please notify the Abilene District Office, giving us your complete name, address & e-mail address. 
NOTE FROM THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT:
A Tribute to a Saint
     This past Saturday, I attended the memorial service of Richard Bales in Canyon, Texas.  Richard had served as a pastor in our Conference until retiring a couple of years ago.  He was a second career pastor.  Upon graduation from college and a tour of duty in the military, Richard was a high school band director at Dimmitt, Canyon and then at Borger where he received his call to ministry.  

     Richard immediately went to seminary at Asbury and then came back to serve in our Conference.  He served as an associate pastor at Midland FUMC and then as senior pastor at Elmwood West in Abilene and Canyon FUMC.  He then served as the Big Spring District Superintendent.  Those are some of the things he did, but his greater attributes were who he was.

     Richard’s son, David, expressed at the funeral what we all knew well.  Richard was a man of great faith and character.  I had known Richard since the early 1980s.  He always exuded a gentle strength and joy.  Richard led one of the most successful church growth experiences in our Conference at Canyon, but that did not define who he was.  Richard’s relationship with Jesus and others was his real contribution to us all.

     I will miss Richard.  I got to know him best while we spent a couple of years in a pastor’s group together in the Amarillo District and have always counted him as a friend.  He always had a word of encouragement and love.  My admiration only grew as his children and friends spoke at his memorial service.  His son, David, said of his father in describing his integrity, “it is great to be the son of a father like that.”  One day, I hope my sons can feel something remotely similar.







May God bless us in the joy of Jesus,







Don

BISHOP’S DISTRICT VISIT
     Pastors and SPRC committee members received a letter from our Bishop and Conference Lay Leader concerning an upcoming meeting to provide training concerning changes being made in the appointment process.  This important meeting will take place at Wylie UMC on Tuesday, September 29th from 7:00-9:00 PM.  The meeting is mandatory for pastors and highly recommended for all members of the SPRC.  It will also be held in the other 3 districts if you are unable to make the one here in Abilene.  (Amarillo – September 27, Lubbock – September 28, Big Spring – September 30)

NOTICES
Bishops Whitfield Visits Abilene District, 7 PM, Sept. 29, 2009, Wylie UMC. Pastors, SPRC Committee members and other interested members should attend.
Abilene District Lay Speaker Training, Sat., Oct. 3, 8:30-5:30 PM, Haskell UMC.  See article under Equip.
Pastor’s School/Retreat, Oct. 12-14, Ceta Canyon.  Register at www.nwtxconf.org
Stewardship Workshop, Sat., Oct. 31, 2009,  9 AM to 3 PM, St. Paul UMC-Wesley Fellowship Hall. Registration information in article under Equip.
Change in 2010 Annual Conference Dates!   It changed to Friday, June 11, 2010 10 AM to Sun. June 13, 1:00 PM, First UMC, Lubbock.  Please note the change on your calendars.
INVITE

The Journey, Abilene’s new church, is meeting at 2565 South Danville, Abilene . Sunday worship time is at 10:00 AM.  Contact Pastor Bailey Barkley at 325-260-7801 or bailey@journeyabilene.com
Order of St. Luke , meets each Wednesday, 9:30 AM at St. James UMC, 3100 Barrow Street, Abilene for morning prayer and weekly, Wednesdays, 5:15 PM for Holy Communions in the Chapel at St. Paul UMC, 525 
Beech Street.
Singles Group (sponsored by St. James UMC, Abilene) invites all single adults to joining them for monthly get-togethers.  The group usually meets the 3rd Saturday of each month.  Additional game nights, etc. during the month may be held if there is interest. Currently, several are considering the start of a “42” group.  For additional information, please contact Susan Cathey 325-695-4843, or 325-665-4163 or e-mail Susancathey@yahoo.com.  
NURTURE
United Methodist Service Center & Food Pantries Report 

If your church would like to take a 2 hour shift on Tuesdays, please call Jean. The Food Pantry needs help!!


Please make checks out to the United Methodist Service Center and Food Pantries and mail to Coordinator, Jean Butler, 1478 Westview Drive, Abilene, TX 79603.  Remember 100% goes directly to the families and the need is great.  
 

May God bless each and everyone,
Jean Butler, Coordinator  

Phone 665-1444
Congregational Renewal Worships  for Clergy and Laity, Consultation and Coaching.  For information, contact www.CourageousSpace.com    or contact Dan Smith 206-618-5369 or Mary Huycke 509-961-8138. 

EQUIP

Abilene District Lay Speaker Training:  Sat., Oct 3, 2009, 8:30-5:30 PM, Haskell UMC.  Lunch is included.  Basic and Advanced Courses—Basic taught by Dr. Jerry Marshall.  Advanced course “Lay Speaker’s Teach Adults” taught by Rev. Sandra Keith.  To register, call the District Office for a registration form or check with your own church.  Cost is $25 mailed to the District Office.  
DEMOGRAPHIC TRAINING:  The Equip team and CCER will be hosting Rev. John Southwick, General Board of Global Ministries, Research Division on Wed., Oct. 7, 2009, 9:30 AM, Oakwood UMC, 2215 58th St, Lubbock. Southwick will be offering training in how to interpret demographic data and it’s implications for ministry in your setting.  We would like all participants to have the demographics for their church and/or area in hand.  If you plan to attend, please contact Ava at berry@nwtxconf.org to request the demographic study for your church/area/county. You will also receive training in using the new demographic system arranged by CCER for every local church iMark Online.  A fee of $10 will be collected to cover the meal cost.  We’ll have instructions in the morning, lunch and time for individual questions and answers following lunch. Please send your intention to attend to berry@nwtxconf.org
Lubbock District Lay Speaker Training, Oct. 17, 2009, Cooper UMC, 16612 Loop 493, Lubbock, TX.  Register at Lubbock District Office, redwards@lubdistumc.com, or contact Larry Springer 806-784-0404. 

Stewardship Workshop, St. Paul UMC, Abilene, Sat. Oct. 31, 2009, 9 AM to 3 PM.  This five hour workshop, led by Rev. Sanford Coon, Executive Director of the New Mexico Conference Methodist Foundation, equips pastors, stewardship/finance committees and administrative/church council members with practical, “how-to” insights, ideas and methods that maximize financial stewardship in congregations.  Churches obtain optimum workshop benefits by sending their pastor and six stewardship and or finance committee members and administrative/church council members. Registration fee is $100, which covers six laity plus the pastor including lunch and all material.  Workshops will also be held in Amarillo on Sept. 19, Lubbock on Sept. 26, Big Spring on Oct.24.  All pastors should plan on attending one of the presentations 

with their key leaders.  For more information and registration, go to www.nwtxconf.org//stewardshiplifters.
DIRECTOR OF CHURCH FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION JOB OPENING

St. Paul United Methodist Church, Abilene, TX

If you are gifted in managing finances, buildings, and administration and want to be part of a church staff team committed to a vision of Community, visit www.stpaulabilene.org to learn about St. Paul United Methodist Church, Abilene, TX.

Qualified candidates will possess a college degree or equivalent, with a minimum of 3 years experience, preferably in a Church related position, and have working knowledge of accounting software.    The director will work closely with church committees to report and analyze budgets, project expenses, recommend ways to close budget gaps.  This position will supervise clerical and administrative staffs, including maintenance, manage vendor contracts, and generally undergird St. Paul’s ministries through the application of sound business, financial and personnel   practices.    RESUMES with salary requirements and references should be sent electronically only to apply@stpaulabilene.org.  NO PHONE CALLS.

Spirit Wind Musical Director Opening:  Musical director needed for Spirit Wind 2010.  The 2010 Conference Tour Dates are June 6-20 and Extended Tour Dates are July 2-11, 2010.  Job requirements include:  must love working with youth & have experience as youth choral director.  Deadline for Letters of Interest is Oct. 7, 2009.  If interested, please contact, Alison Peeler, Chair, Spirit Wind Committee 432-413-3460 or alisonpeeler@me.com
NEEDED:  2 televisions, oscillating fans, (3-4 floor or standing type), DVD player, a large conference table, approximately 6 by 8 feet in size.  If you have these items and are willing to donate them, please contact Pastor Bailey Barkley 325-260-7801 or email bailey@journeyabilene.com             
Ministry 101 Coaching Group:  Lake Junaluska, Nov 9-13, 2009, designed support system to provide ongoing and sustained learning and coaching for pastors who have good potential for effectiveness, but who for some reason have not gotten fully on track. The basic format of each coaching group will include a one-hour presentation and discussion each month as well as two group coaching calls per month in small groups of 6 to 10 persons.  Presentations, discussions and coaching group sessions will take place by telephone conference. This is a ten-month program with groups starting in August and February each year. This is a program of the Intentional Growth Center, which will grant 2.4 CEU’s for completion. The approach will be to begin with a four-day retreat at Lake Junaluska at the beginning of the program, and then meet for two four-month semesters as a presentation/discussion/coaching group.  The design is created to facilitate transformation of personhood as well as the practice of ministry and will be led by Larry Ousley as the coach. Monthly presentations on specific areas of ministry will be made including some outside resource persons who have expertise in the general areas of ministry covered including leadership and management, organizational skills, pastoral care, preaching, visitation, evangelism, worship, spirituality, or other area of need that are identified. Cost of the ten-month intensive coaching program is $1500 per participant. This covers the tuition for two four-month semesters of presentations and coaching, plus the retreat of four days.  Some scholarship help is available.  Please contact the Intentional Growth Center for more information.  For information, contact 800-482-1442  intentionalgrowthcenter.org
Small Church Leadership Institute:  will take place Nov. 15-19, 2009, Mount Sequoyah, Arkansas. Register now for four days of networking and learning from some of the best teachers and leaders from small church congregations. Dr. Jeff Patton author of “If It Could Happen Here” along with other authorities on small church transformation will be presenting. Registration is $199 per person (save $10 by registering before Oct. 31) and includes program materials and meals.  On Nov. 19-21, District Superintendents will be offered 48 hours with Dr. Gil Rendle in conversation about “the Small Attendance Church.” For details call 800-760-8126 or go to www.mountsequoyah.org
Safe Sanctuaries Training, Nov. 19, Paramount Baptist Church in Amarillo, conducted by Joy Thornburg-Melton, author of “Safe Sanctuaries,” and Chief Resource Office of United Methodist Property and Casualty Trust (PACT).  United Methodist Churches, leaders, pastors, etc. can attend at no charge. This provides an excellent opportunity for training for childcare workers, cap directors, churches who have a current Safe Sanctuary policy and especially for churches that have not created a safe sanctuary policy.  Registration information will be available soon. 
ONLINE SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING   for those churches that are GuideOne customers. GuideOne has provided a new web site that will be very helpful to you.  If you go to www.safechurch.com you will find excellent resources.  Other resources are available and most of the material is free to the GuideOne insured’s.
New Web Ministry a self-directed series of online courses is offered by the United Methodist Church and provided by United Methodist Communications, five-part online course designed to provide foundational information and biblical and theological basis for developing a Web ministry for the local church. This is the first in a new Web Ministry series of online courses that will prepare you to create and maintain a dynamic Web ministry.  To learn more or to register for this online course, visit our Web ministry website.  For additional information, contact Cheryl A. Hemmerle toll-free at 888-278-4862 or email training@umcom.org  

Discover God’s Call Retreat,  Oct. 2, 6:30 PM through 4:0 PM Oct. 4, 2009 at Circle 6 Baptist Encampment in Stanton.  Partial scholarships are available.  Call Norma Mounts 432-366-7190 or register on-line at www.discovergodscall.org  Registration deadline is Aug. 21.

Exploration 2009, Nov. 13-15, 2009, Dallas, TX addresses the United Methodist Church’s need for young clergy by offering youth and young adults who feel God’s call a chance to explore that call. “Today, more than ever, the denomination needs to sponsor events that invite, train and support young people as they answer their call to ordained ministry,” said the Rev. Meg Lassiat, director of Student Ministries, Vocation, and Enlistment at the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, which sponsors EXPLORATION. “In the past three years, we have seen a growth in the numbers and percentage of young adult clergy in the UMC.  Last fall, The Lewis Center for Church Leadership released the 20088 Clergy Age Trends report that shows for the first time this century the percentage of young elders has risen to greater than 5 percent.  The report said the percentage of young adult elders was 5.21 percent and the percentage of young adults deacons had risen to 7.69 percent.”
These statistics show a positive tend since this data was first reported in 2005, and the increase helps to demonstrate the importance of events and ministries that encourage youth and young adults to consider ordained ministry as a profession.”  The national event is for high school seniors through young adults aged 24 who are considering a call to ordained ministry as a deacon or elder in the United Methodist Church. “By attending EXPLORATION, youth and young adults will have the opportunity to explore a variety of ways to serve in ordained ministry.”  Keynote speakers for the event are Rev. Tyrone Gordon, Dr. William B. Lawrence, Bishop Sally Dyck, and Rev. Motoe Yamada.  Participants will also have the chance to talk with admissions staff from the 13 United Methodist School of Theology, attend workshops and take part in small group discussions.  For more information, or to register, visit www.bbhem.org/exploration or http://www.explorecalling.org/
Background Checks  Information on background checks can be found at www.nwtxconf.org/background_checks. GuideOne customers can receive discounts with both these companies. Church Mutual customers can receive discounts with ScreenNow.
BUTMAN AND CETA NEWS AND EVENTS  

Events happening at Butman Methodist Camp and Retreat Center can be found at www.butmancamp.org/
Events happening at Ceta Canyon can be found at www.cetacanyon.org
Job Openings can be found on the Conference Web site under Quick Link for Classifieds, found on the left side of the page under the search areas.
THANKSGIVING, PRAYER, SYMPATHY, PRAISE, CONGRATULATIONS
(If you have additions or deletions to this section of the newsletter, please contact the District Office)  
Congratulations To:
Rev. Ava and Bob Berry, on the birth of their first grandchild, Lily Marie Cole, who was born on Sept. 10, 2009, weighing 5 lb. 4 oz, 17” long.  Parents are Beth and Michael Cole of Vancouver, Washington. Ava is the Conference Director of Mission and Administration and Bob is the Chairperson of the Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits.
Pray for the following concerns: 
Those in the military:

Ryan Sanders, son of John Sanders, St. James UMC, Navy flight engineer. 

Timothy Cross, USAF, C-130 crewmember and son of Laird Cross, pastor at Vista Ysleta UMC, ElPaso, TX. 

Health Concerns:   (Note:  Names will be removed from this list after 60 days.  Please contact us if you’d like to remain on the list.)
Ken Metzger, retired member of our conference. A CaringBridge site has been set up for Ken by his family.  You can visit the site at:  http://caringbridge.org/visit/kenmetzger.  Ken is a retired member of our conference, and former District Superintendent.   He has  moved to Southhaven in Lubbock, Room 16, 4613 66th Street,  and he would enjoy visitors. Please continue to send all mail to his home address.
Cleta Holt, surgery, wife of Irl Holt, pastor of Fargo UMC. Cleta is undergoing chemo. Irl has created a Caring Bridge website to follow Cleta’s progress and for us to show our support.  Visit Cleta’s website in two easy ways:   by clicking the link below http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/cletaholt or by going to  www.CaringBridge.org and entering cletaholt.  8/09
Richard Bales, retired pastor, moved from Covenant Hospital, MICU to a private room, Lubbock. 9/09
James Bell, angiogram & other medical problems.  James is a retired member of our Conference. 8/09
George & Marilyn Balleau, both having health issues.  Marilyn was the Ministry Assistant for Bishop Norris & Bishop Whitfield. 

Pat Williamson, health issues, Northwest Texas Archivist. 8/09
Kay Reed, eye problems, pastor of Tulia UMC. 9-09
Jonathan Hubbard, back surgery, son of Gary and Judy Hubbard.  Gary is pastor of Munday UMC. 9-09

Namiqa Shipman, Big Spring District Superintendent, health issues. 9-09

Jeff Zirkle and family as Jeff is recovering from surgery.  Jeff is the pastor of Amarillo Kingswood. 9-09

Rex Mauldin, retired pastor, recovering from a stint. 9/09

Ophelia Price, mother of George Price, pastor of Childress UMC. 9/09

Sandra Gardner, pastor of Hawley/Tye recovering from a fall. 9/09

Other Concerns:
Our President and Government Officials

Bishop, District Superintendents, Pastors
Our military & their families
Sympathy To: 
Diane Gregory and family on the death of her father, George Vaught, who died on Sept. 12, 2009.  Diane is the wife of Marvin Gregory, pastor of Seminole UMC. 
Doug Mills & family on the death of his father who died Sept. 16, 2009.  Doug is the pastor of Trinity UMC, Amarillo.
Noreen Bales and family on the death of Richard Bales, retired pastor of our conference, who died on 9-24-09.  
ABILENE DISTRICT CALENDAR
2009
Oct.

3
Abilene District Lay Speaker Training, Haskell, 8:30-5:30. Register at the District Office.


12 Office Closed-Columbus Day

13 Ministry Cabinet Meeting, Lubbock, 10 AM
12-14
Pastor’s Retreat/School, Ceta Canyon
16 McMurry Board Mt., 8 AM

29         Abilene Area Board of Mission Meeting, 6 PM, Aldersgate  (Note date change to Thursdays!)
31 Abilene District Stewardship Workshop, St. Paul UMC, 9 AM-3 PM, Register Online.
Nov.

8
DS preaching @ Aldersgate Consecration Sunday
11 Office Closed-Veterans Day

13
Appointive Cabinet, 9:30-12, & Equitable Comp. 1-4, Lubbock


14         St. Paul’s Centennial Dinner with Bishop Whitfield, 6 PM, St. Paul UMC
15         St. Paul’s 100th Anniversary Celebration with Bishop Whitfield

23          Last Charge Conferences

25-27 Office Closed-Thanksgiving
Dec.


11 Cabinet Meeting-Albuquerque

21-Jan.4  Office Closed for Christmas Break
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